
   FACT SHEET - Regulations for Surface Coating Industries 
(Autobody Refinishing & Paint Stripping) 

Subpart HHHHHH—National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Paint Stripping and Miscellaneous 
Surface Coating Operations at Area Sources 

Who needs to comply with this rule?  
Area sources of hazardous air pollutants (HAP) – Including;   
 

• Autobody refinishing operations that encompass motor vehicle and mobile equipment spray-applied surface 
coating operations. 

• Spray application of coatings containing compounds of chromium (Cr), lead (Pb), manganese (Mn), nickel (Ni), or 
cadmium (Cd), collectively referred to as the target HAP to any part or product made of metal or plastic, or 
combinations of metal and plastic that are not motor vehicles or mobile equipment. 

• Paint stripping operations that involve the use of chemical strippers that contain methylene chloride (MeCl), 
Chemical Abstract Service number 75092, in paint removal processes. 

What operations are exempted from this rule?  

§ Surface coating operations performed onsite at installations owned by the US Armed Forces, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, or the National Nuclear Security Administration.  

§ Surface coating of military munitions or equipment directly and exclusively used to transport military munitions by or 
for the US Armed Forces.  

§ Coating or stripping performed by individuals on personal vehicles, possessions, or for hobby or maintenance of 
their personal property.  

• This rule does not apply when these operations are performed by individuals for others 
without compensation.  

• If an individual coats more than two vehicles or pieces of mobile equipment per year, they 
must comply with the rule. 

§ Coating or paint stripping that meets the definition of research and development activities.  
§ Coating or paint stripping that meets the definition of quality control activities.  
§ Sources already covered under another area source NESHAP. 

When do I have to comply with this rule?  
 

1. New sources (started up after 9/17/07 and not engaged in paint stripping or surface coating prior 
to this date)  

a. Must comply upon startup or January 9, 2008, whichever is later. 
2. Existing sources (started on or before 9/17/07)  

a. Must comply by January 9, 2011. 
 
What do I have to do to comply with this rule? 
 
Paint Stripping Operations  

1. Implement and maintain management practices to minimize evaporative loss emissions of 
methylene chloride.  

2. If you utilize more than one ton of methylene chloride, you must develop and implement a 
minimization plan and keep records of annual usage. 

Surface Coating Operations  

1. Must utilize a high volume/low pressure gun, electrostatic gun, airless, air-assisted airless, or gun 
with similar transfer efficiency.  

a. This does not apply to paint training centers or certain aerospace vehicle 
applications. 

Polk County -Air Quality Division 
5885 NE 14 Street 

Des Moines, Iowa  50313 
Ph 515.286.3351 



2. Must perform coating in a spray booth, prep station, or mobile enclosure.  
a. All enclosures must utilize filters that are at least 98% efficient at capturing overspray. 

This does not apply to water wash booths as long as they are operated and maintained 
properly.  

b. Coating complete motor vehicles or mobile equipment  
i. Fully enclosed booth including a full roof and four walls or side curtains. 

The booth must be ventilated at negative pressure so that air is drawn 
into any openings in the walls or curtains.  

ii. If fully enclosed with seals and automatic pressuring balance system, the 
booth must be maintained no higher than .05 inches of water gauge 
positive pressure. 

c. Coating miscellaneous parts and products or vehicle subassemblies  
i. Three sides (walls or curtains) and a roof. The booth must be ventilated 

so that air is drawn into the booth. There can be openings for conveyors 
or lines bringing parts into the booth. 

3. Gun cleaning must be done so that atomized mist or spray of solvent is not created outside of the 
container that collects the used gun solvent. For example hand cleaning disassembled parts in a 
solvent, flushing solvent into the gun without atomizing the solvent, or using a fully enclosed 
cleaner  

Painter Trainer & Certification - All painters must be trained and certified.  
• New area sources must train and certify operators no later than 60 days after hiring or no later than 60 

days after the date of publication of the final rule in the Federal Register, whichever is later. 
• Existing area sources must train and certify operators no later than 2 years after the date of publication of 

the final rule and provide required training within 60 days of hiring a new employee. 
• Spray equipment operators that have completed previous training that meets the requirements in the rule 

and within 5 years of the specified dates will not have to be recertified. 
 

What notifications are required?  

1. Initial notification must be submitted to your local air permitting authority and EPA Region VII.  
a. New sources  

i. 180 days after startup or by July 7, 2008, whichever is later. 
b. Existing sources  

i. By January 11, 2010 
2. Compliance status notification – only needs to be sent in if you didn’t certify you were in 

compliance with the rule when you sent in the initial notification.  
1. New sources  

a. Submit with the initial notification. 
2. Existing sources  

 . By March 11, 2011 – if it wasn’t submitted with the initial 
notification. 

What reports are required?  
• Annual Notification of Changes Report  

What records are required? 
Records must be kept on-site for five years.  

§ Painter certification documentation  
§ Filter efficiency  
§ Spray gun manufacturer information  
§ Copies of notifications  
§ Deviation records – if you didn’t comply with the rule  
§ Paint stripper usage  
§ Assessment of the source compliance performed in support of any notifications or reports 

submitted 
§ Methylene chloride minimization plan (if required) 

If you have additional questions related to this regulation, contact Polk County Air Quality 
Division at (515) 286-3351. 


