
 
 
 
 
 
The Polk County Veteran Affairs Commission held the regular monthly meeting at 3:00 p.m. on 
November 13, 2008 at 2309 Euclid Av, Des Moines, Iowa. 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   Quijano, O’Kane 
 
County Attorney Dan Flaherty is present.  
 
Moved by O’Kane, Seconded by Quijano to approve the claims submitted for the month. 
VOTE YEA:  O’Kane, Quijano 
 
Moved by O’Kane, Seconded by Quijano to approve the minutes of October 9, 2008 meeting as 
submitted.  
VOTE YEA:   O’Kane, Quijano 
 
Director’s report was given by David DeBolt, Director.    
 
David DeBolt and Rebecca Buch represented our office at the Iowa Workforce 2nd Annual 
Tribute to Veterans on November 11, 2008.  Many of the employers did not have jobs to offer 
because of the economy.  David and Rebecca made contact with veterans who were not aware of 
our office.  
 
Our office is prepared for the beginning of our assistance year which is December 1, 2008.  We 
are seeing more veterans that have lived in Polk County all their lives and never had to seek out 
assistance until now.   
 
Client #GZ2886 – Director updated Commission regarding the questions they had about client.  
Veteran was informed of the information Commission required for further assistance in this 
office.  As of this date we have not received any information.  
 
Client #VS0096 – Veteran buys Vigra instead of getting it from the Veterans Hospital and he 
gambles.  He has sufficient income to pay his expenses  
VOTE YEA:  O’Kane Quijano 
 
Client # GZ0039 – Voted previously to fraud client.  Veteran wants to explain his case to the 
Commission but did not come to the meeting.  
 
Client #GS6840 – Veteran was given a bus ticket and didn’t use it and tried to cash the bus ticket 
in.  When that didn’t work he tried to come to our office and trade the bus ticket in for a grocery 
order.   Veteran couldn’t use bus ticket because he was in jail.  Veteran wants Walter Gearino 
fired because he was mean and rude to the veteran.   Also Walt was discriminating against 
veteran.  The talk is that Walt treats all blacks disrespectfully.  Veteran went to the Board of 
Supervisors who told him to go to the Commission.  Veteran didn’t go to the commission 
meeting.   
 



Client #3119 – Veteran passed away but incurred two hospital bills on April 26, 2006.   VA 
Hospital or Social Security wouldn’t pay for the ambulance bill even after the doctor wrote a 
letter saying he had to go to the hospital and couldn’t ride in a car.  There are two bills in the 
amount of $480 and $605.  The widow is making payments on bills.  She is also making 
payments on other debts.  We do not pay old bills and this is an old bill because she didn’t know 
about us and tried to pay. 
VOTE YEA:  O’Kane, Quijano 
 
Client #GX5247 – Not helped this year because veteran was given an extra months assistance 
providing he would pay this assistance back.  He came in last week and wants assistance and 
make payments on the last year’s extra assistance.   
VOTE YEA:  O’Kane, Quijano 
 
Client #  GZ1344 - Veteran can not do his regular employment and has applied for social 
security and veterans claim.  He started coming here in May 2008.  Veteran can not get us a good 
medical that states he can not work.  Veteran has a 3 day notice.  David Heim told veteran to 
apply for grant money at Camp Dodge.  Since veteran has a 3 day notice he would not receive 
the money from Camp Dodge before he needs to pay his rent.   Veteran has no other way to pay 
his rent.  We require statement that states veteran can not do his regular job as a truck driver.   
VOTE YEA:  O’Kane, Quijano  
 
December’s meeting: will be held on December 11, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. 
 
Moved by Quijano.  Seconded by O’Kane to adjourn the meeting. 
VOTE YEA:  O’Kane, Quijano 
 
 
_______________________ 
Alec Quijano, Chairperson 


